A. Although most people have heard it hundreds of times, it is the kind of story that never grows old.
B. There are some very valuable lessons we can learn from these wise men.
IV. Before we discuss these lessons, let us consider what we know about them.
A. The words "wise men" come from the Greek work "magoi" which was used in the time of Christ to refer to philosophers, priests and astronomers.
B. The scriptures state they came from the east. It is not known from which of the eastern countries they came. They may have come from Persia or Arabia.
C. The scriptures do not state how many wise men came to Jesus. Most have concluded there were three because three gifts were given to Christ. Though not an important matter, this is not necessarily a sound conclusion. Several may have given each of these various gifts or two might have given all three gifts. All we know is that there was a plurality of wise men.
D. Furthermore, it should be emphasized that the wise men did find Christ in the manger. At Christmas time we often see pictures of Jesus in the manger, with both of the shepherds and wise men bowing down before Him. However, there are several facts revealed in the Bible to indicate the wise men did not come to the stable.
1. The Bible tells us that they came to the house, not the stable. (Matt. 2:11).
MAT 2:11 And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.
2. Jesus was called "the young child" and not a baby. (Matt. 2:9).
MAT 2:9 And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them, until it came and stood over where the Child was. The Greek "paidion" literally means "young child"
3. Luke reveals in his gospel that Jesus had already been circumcised after 8 days and had been presented in the temple after 40 days when the wise men visited. 4. Herod killed all the male children under two years of age. If Jesus had been a newborn infant at that time, this would not have been necessary. This suggest Christ may have been 2 or near 2.
IV. Let us now discuss the wonderful lessons we can learn from these wise men.
I. Wise Men Seek Jesus -The first lesson we learn ascends out of the heart of this narrative is that wise men seek Jesus.
A. These men went to considerable trouble to find Christ and wise men in every century have diligently sought Jesus.
B. Wise men seek Jesus for several reasons.
1. Wise men seek Jesus because He is the only way to the Father in heaven. (Jn. 14:6; Acts. 4:12).
2. Wise men also seek Jesus because He offers peace of mind. His followers can sing, "Peace, perfect peace in this dark world of sin." They sing this song because Jesus has washed away their sins and they stand pure and clean in the sight of God. They can also sing this song because God governs in their lives and gives His children good things. (Rom. 84:11).
3. A wealthy man once laid dying and his lawyer sat by the bedside, making out his will for him. The man's little girl heard the conversation and gathered that her father was going to leave his house and pass it on to someone else. So she asked the question, "Father, when you leave this house, where are you going to live?" The man had never thought of that before, so he had no answer. How foolish is that man who never considers this question! How wise is that man who comes to Jesus and is prepared for the world to come.
II. Wise Men Are Not Too Proud To Receive Guidance -A second lesson that ascends from this account is wise men
are not too proud to receive guidance from others.
A. The wise men came to Jerusalem saying, "Where is he who has been born King of the Jews?" (Matt. 2:2). Even though these men were noted for their great learning, they were not too proud to ask for guidance concerning the birth place of Christ. Without guidance it is likely they would not have found Christ.
B. These wise men remind me of two individuals in the book of Acts.
1. In Acts the 8 chapter we learn that a eunuch was riding in his chariot reading from the book of Isaiah as th he was returning to Ethiopia after worshiping in Jerusalem. Philip, at the command of the Holy Spirit, ran and joined himself to the chariot and asked, "Understandest thou what thou readest?" The eunuch said, "How can I, except some one shall guide me?" and he invited Philip up into the chariot to teach him. Philip began from the scripture he was reading in Isaiah 53 and preached unto him Jesus. After they had gone a certain ways, the eunuch said, "Behold, here is water, what does hinder me to be baptized?" Philip said, "If thou believest with all thy heart thou mayest." The eunuch answered, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." They then both went down into the water and Philip baptized the eunuch and the eunuch went on his way rejoicing. If the eunuch had been like many people, he who have been offended at the question, "Understandest thou what thou readest?" and would have refused the guidance of Philip. The eunuch was, however, a very humble man and asked for guidance. Because of this he found salvation through Jesus.
2. Another example is Apollos. Luke states that this eloquent preacher was mighty in the scriptures and spoke accurately the things concerning Jesus, as far as he knew, buy that he knew only of the baptism of John. Priscilla and Aquilla, upon hearing him preach, called him to one side and expounded unto him the way of the Lord more accurately. Apollos had the humility to accept their guidance an became a great preacher of the gospel of Christ. (Acts 18:24-28).
III. Wise Men Are Content With The Light God Gives Them -
A. God placed a star in the sky to lead the wise men to Christ. The wise men recognized the star as God's means of guidance and they were content with the light God gave them. The scriptures state that they rejoiced when they saw the star.
B. Wise men today realize that the Bible is God's light for them and are content with this light because they understand that it alone leads to life eternal through Jesus Christ. (Jn. 8:32; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17).
1. One time a guide was taking a group of tourists through a dark, treacherous cave. Before they started on the tour the guide said, "Keep close tome." The tourists found this was very good advice, for it one did not keep close to the guide he was sure to get lost.
2. It was nearly impossible to find one's way through the dark cave without a guide; it is impossible to find one's way through the dark world of sin without the lamp of God's word. A good motto for each of us is, "Keep your eyes on the lamp." (Psa. 119:105).
IV. Wise Men Listen To The Voice Of God Rather Than Men -A fourth lesson that ascends from this story is that wise men listen to the voice of God rather than men.
A. Herod asked the wise men to return and tell him when they found the Christ child. Later God warned them in a dream not to return to Herod. These men had to make a hard choice between obeying the king or God. They chose to obey God. A. These men were willing to travel a long distance, at great expense, to find Jesus.
B. Wise men are still willing to pay the cost to find Christ. They will forsake all to be His disciples. A. They gave to the Lord the very best of gifts -gold, frankincense and myrrh.
